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Observer

Skytruth: The Truth is Out There

by Claire Stuart

There is more than one side to

any issue, and proponents of all

sides do everything in their pow-
er to convince us that they are
right. Of course, there is always
the truth, but that often isn’t easy
to determine.

John Amos is president of
Skytruth, an organization whose
mission is to show people, us-
ing remote sensing, the environ-
mental consequences of human
activity, hopefully motivating
them to act to protect the envi-
ronment. From his modest office
in the old Entler Hotel in Shep-
herdstown, he uses satellite im-
ages, aerial photos, and digital
mapping to educate people about

what is happening to this world
we share.

Amos, a geologist whose spe-
cialty is using remote sensing to
analyze geology, was formerly a
consultant helping energy com-
panies explore for gas and oil.
Thousands of manmade satellites
orbit Earth, beaming back im-
ages and data, and Amos’ envi-
ronmental awareness grew as he
saw environmental stories unfold
in satellite images.

Working for a company with

maps for timber inventories,
he saw spectacular satellite im-
ages of forests impacted by the
eruption of Mount St. Helens.
He had previously seen pictures
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taken from the ground, but says
the devastation from the erup-
tion was dwarfed by the areas of
clearcut timber on national forest
land shown in satellite views.

“Most people are unaware of .
this,” he says. “The real story was

the national forest. That’s what
people need to see. People need
to make up their minds about
how the government should man-
age our national resources.”
Amos was personally affected
when he saw what happened to

‘a Wyoming area where he had

spent time as a graduate student.
The company he was working for
had obtained a satellite image for
a natural gas exploration study.

“I could see a few dirt roads
and drilling locations. A year lat-
er, there was another study with
more images. It was crisscrossed
with roads and drilling areas and
had gone from a remote area to
a big industrial site. And T was
working for the companies do-
ing it.”

He saw the need for energy,
but what bothered him was the

s PR ORIl o i i e A0 € KRS Sl e el

Georgia

4 BP 7 Deepwater Horizon!S pill

-:»

land.”

Looking at images on his jobs,
Amos wondered, “Why am I not
seeing these on the front pages of
newspapers? Why am I not see-
ing satellite imagery used in en-

- vironmental issues?”’

when ranchers saw the images,
they became politically involved
because many don’t own the
mineral rights under their land.
“Imagery speaks across po-
litical lines,” he declares. “You
can’t wash it away once you’ve






